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EDITORIAL
ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 2021

PETER ÖLSINGER
General Manager BRP-Rotax, Member of 
the Management Board, VP Sales, Marketing 
RPS Business & Communications

A warm welcome from my side to the 
21st edition of the Rotax MAX Challenge 
Grand Finals in Bahrain. I am absolutely 
delighted to host one of the most dis-
tinguished and greatest kart champion-
ships in the world. At the same time, I 
would like to extent a cordial salutation 
to our new partner, the Bahrain Interna-
tional Karting Circuit, BIKC.

In the course of this outstanding event, 
the most talented drivers from all over 
the world are competing against each 
other for the victory. We‘re awaiting a 
week full of thrilling and exciting action 
at the track.

Since the Covid-19 pandemic and its im-
plications are still omnipresent, I am all 
the more pleased that I can present you 
the Kingdom of Bahrain as the venue of 
this year’s RMCGF. 

The Bahrain International Karting 
Circuit (BICK) was inaugurated in 2012 

at the occasion of the Formula 1 Gulf 
Air Bahrain Grand Prix and offers the 
perfect infrastructure for our annual 
karting highlight. Located next to the 
famous Formula 1 track, the BIKC offers 
an unprecedented specialty, namely 
floodlights. 

This allows us to set another milestone 
in the history of the RMCGF as we will 
hold the pre-finals under floodlights. 
This is a complete new experience for 
us and our passionate drivers, which 
provides an additional thrill. To prepare 
the drivers for this exciting night racing, 
we have arranged additional practice 
after sunset.  

A truly electrifying milestone in our 
RMCGF history is the new added cate-
gory for the Rotax Project E20 E-Kart, 
where 18 drivers from all over the world 
will compete this week for title of the 
first ever RMCGF E-Kart Champion.  The 
Rotax team has worked meticulously up 

until the present day, and our dedicated 
team on site are giving their best to gua-
rantee you an unforgettable stay and an 
extraordinary event. 

With all my heart, I want to express my 
gratitude to you. Also a big “Thank You” 
to all drivers, families, teams, partners 
and fans for being a valuable and sup-
portive part of the Rotax Family. 

To all drivers, I wish you all the best! 
The competition is harsh and you will 
need enthusiasm, determination and 
strength to prove yourself against the 
best of the best. Nevertheless, I also 
wish you an enjoyable stay with your 
team, friends and family.

WELCOME
TO THE 21ST EDITION OF THE ROTAX MAX 
CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 
IN SAKHIR, BAHRAIN.

VROOMKART.COM

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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EDITORIAL
ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 2021

TIME SCHEDULE
ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 2021

FRIDAY DECEMBER 10th

Attendee and ORG accreditation 18:00

Track opens 09:00

Sporting Check-In Early bird 13:00 16:30

Scrutineering Racewear 13:15 17:00

Track closes Sunset (16:46) 18:00

SATURDAY DECEMBER 11th

Attendee and ORG accreditation 07:30 17:00

Track opens 08:00

Sporting Check-In Mandatory 08:30 16:30

Scrutineering Racewear Parc fermé 08:45 16:45

Track closes Sunset (16:46) 17:00

SUNDAY DECEMBER 12th

Attendee accreditation 09:25 17:25

Track opens 09:25

Raffle Karts 09:40 12:35

Material Handout Seats, Tools + Lead 09:40 13:00

Tyre Mounting Parc fermé 09:40 17:00

Fuel Tank Deposit Parc fermé 10:30 16:30

Video Briefing Drivers + Entrants 12:55 13:10

Lunch Break 12:30 13:30

Briefing Questions by appointment w. RD 14:00 15:00

Track Closes Sunset (16:47) 17:45

Welcome Get-Together in F1 Paddock 18:00 21:00

MONDAY DECEMBER 13th

Track opens 09:15

NQ-Practice 1 10:28 13:40

Lunch Break 13:40 14:25

NQ-Practice 2 14:28 16:50

Break 16:50 17:05

NQ-Practice 3 17:10 19:30

Track Closes Sunset (16:47) 20:20

TUESDAY DECEMBER 14th

Track opens 07:45

NQ-Practice 4 08:43 11:03

Break 11:03 11:13

NQ-Practice 5 11:16 13:36

Lunch Break 13:36 14:21

NQ-Practice 6 14:24 16:44

Track closes Sunset (16:47) 17:30

The motorsport-loving community of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain could not be 
any more excited than to be welcoming 
one of the biggest global events in all of 
karting, the Rotax MAX Challenge Grand 
Finals 2021 at the  Bahrain International 
Karting Circuit (BIKC). It is a true honor 
and a privilege to be able to stage this 
prestigious event, which will see the 
world’s best karters, their family mem-
bers and crew, and race officials from 
over 60 countries gather at “The Home 
of Motorsport in the Middle East”.

Since BIKC opened its doors to the pu-
blic, the track has acted as the catalyst 
to the tremendous development of the 
motor racing culture in both the King-
dom of Bahrain and across the region, 
particularly at the grassroots level.

At the same time, we have hosted a 
number of other major international 
karting events under the Commission 
Internationale de Karting (CIK), witnes-
sing many young, talented karters who 
have become Formula 1’s biggest stars 
today. We are now ready to add another 

feather to our cap in staging the Rotax 
MAX Challenge Grand Finals 2021.

It seems like only yesterday when F1 
legends Sebastian Vettel, Kimi Raikko-
nen and Lewis Hamilton attended the 
circuit’s official inauguration in 2012. 
That same year, it made history as the 
first karting venue in the entire world to 
host a world championship-level event 
at night. Competing at BIKC that year 
under floodlights were Charles Leclerc 
and George Russell, and then in succee-
ding international events the following 
years the likes of Max Verstappen, 
Lance Stroll, Lando Norris and Nikita 
Mazepin have raced here.

Now, nearly a decade later, we may be 
hosting some of the top stars of the fu-
ture as they continue their climb up the 
ladder of international motorsport.

We are proud that BIKC is helping 
grow young racing talents at the local, 
regional and global levels, and the Rotax 
MAX Challenge Grand Finals will further 
highlight our commitment to enhancing 

the sport. The Rotax MAX Challenge 
Grand Finals will also represent an 
interesting first for Bahrain. It will be the 
first time we have ever hosted an all-
electric race. That has already created 
quite a lot of attention in Bahrain, so 
we look forward to watching that with 
some interest. 

To all our staff at both Bahrain Interna-
tional Circuit and BIKC, thank you for all 
your dedication and hard work, without 
which we would not be able to put on 
events of this nature. We also thank the 
Government ministries for their support. 

The Rotax MAX Challenge Grand Finals 
2021 is another chance for all of us in 
Team Bahrain to show the world what 
we are about. We wish all our guests 
who are a part of this fantastic event all 
the success and may you have a memo-
rable time in Bahrain.

SHEIKH SALMAN BIN ISA AL KHALIFA
CEO of the Bahrain International Circuit

AS WE SAY IN ARABIC, 
MARHABA (WELCOME)! 
LET’S GET RACING!

MARHABA

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 15th

Track opens 09:30

NQ-Practice 7 10 min (E20 - 7 min) 10:34 12:54

Mounting Tires Parc fermé 11:04 15:16

Lunch Break 12:54 13:44

Q-Practice 8 min (E20 - 5 min) 13:57 16:15

Break 16:15 16:55

Q-Heat 1 17:08 20:20

Track closes Sunset (16:48) 21:20

THURSDAY DECEMBER 16th

Track opens 07:30

Warm up 8 min (E20 - 5 min) 08:13 10:10

Break 10:10 10:20

Q-Heat 2 E20 / Mic / Min / Jun 10:23 11:50

Lunch Break 11:50 12:20

Q-Heat 2 Sen / DD2M / DD2 12:28 14:03

Q-Heat 3 except E20 / Mic / DDM 14:08 16:27

Track closes Sunset (16:48) 17:30

FRIDAY DECEMBER 17th

Track opens 10:30

Warm up 8 min 12:13 14:11

Lunch Break 14:11 14:40

Drivers Picture 14:40 16:10

Pre-Finals 17:03 20:41

Material Return 18:00 23:00

Track closes Sunset (16:48) 23:15

SATURDAY DECEMBER 18th

Track opens 09:00

Warm up 8 min (E20 - 5 min) 09:58 11:11

Finals E20 / Mic 11:31 12:19

Lunch Break 12:19 12:54

Finals 12:54 15:49

Equipment return 13:00 20:00

Prize-giving ceremony 17:00 17:45

Track closes Sunset (16:49) 20:00

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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2008 United Kingdom
2009 United Kingdom
2010 Spain
2011 Australia

2012 United Kingdom
2013 USA
2014  South Africa
2015 USA

2016 Canada
2017 Australia
2018 Brazil
2019 France

NATIONS 
CUP

WALL 
OF 

FAME
2000-2019

2000 Puerto Rico 
Senior MAX Gavin Cronje (RSA)

2001 Malaysia
Senior MAX Claudio P. Musso (RSA)

Senior MAX Masters Darrell Smith (AUS)

2002 South Africa
Senior MAX Mark Cronje (RSA)

Senior MAX Masters Kazunori Takahashi (JPN)

2003 Egypt
Junior MAX Martin Omar (ESP)

Senior MAX Cristiano Morgado (RSA)

Senior MAX Masters Mark Wicks (AUS)

2004 Spain
Junior MAX Benjamin Salvatore (FRA)

Senior MAX Sam Ghalleb (FRA)

MAX DD2 Wesleigh Orr (RSA)

2005 Malaysia
Junior MAX Kenneth Hildebrand (EST)

Senior MAX Luuk Glansdorp (NED)

Senior MAX Masters Satya Rasa (IDN)

MAX DD2 Wesleigh Orr (RSA)

2006 Portugal
Junior MAX Jorrit Pex (BEL)

Senior MAX Ricardo Romkema (NED)

Senior MAX Masters Luc Sauriol (CAN)

MAX DD2 Ben George (AUT)

2007 United Arab Emirates
Junior MAX Kevin Korjus (EST)

Senior MAX Benjy Russell (GBR)

Senior MAX Masters Colin Davis (GBR)

MAX DD2 Pier-Luc Ouellette (CAN)

MAX DD2 Masters Christophe Adams (BEL)

2008 Italy
Junior MAX Facundo Chapur (ARG)

Senior MAX Ben Cooper (GBR)

Senior MAX Masters Martin Pierce (IRL)

MAX DD2 Leeroy Poulter (RSA)

MAX DD2 Masters Dennis Kroes (NED)

2009 Egypt
Junior MAX Ukyo Sasahra (JPN)

Senior MAX Luke Varley (UK)

Senior MAX Masters Christophe Adams (BEL)

MAX DD2 Caleb Williams (RSA)

MAX DD2 Masters Jesús Pérez-Santander (ESP)

2010 Italy
Junior MAX Martin Rump (EST)

Senior MAX Caleb Williams (RSA)

MAX DD2 Daniel Morad (CAN)

MAX DD2 Masters Scott Campbell (CAN)

2011 United Arab Emirates
Junior MAX Ukyo Sasahara (JPN)

Senior MAX Ben Cooper (GBR)

MAX DD2 Pier-Luc Ouellette (CAN)

MAX DD2 Masters Cristiano Morgado (RSA)

2012 Portugal
Junior MAX Harry Webb (UK)

Senior MAX Charlie Eastwood (IRL)

MAX DD2 Ben Cooper (CAN)

MAX DD2 Masters Cristiano Morgado (RSA)

2013 USA
Junior MAX Juan Correa (USA)

Senior MAX Oliver Hodgson (UK)

MAX DD2 Simas Juodvirsis (LIT)

MAX DD2 Masters Cristiano Morgado (RSA)

2014 Spain
Junior MAX Juri Vips (EST)

Senior MAX Carlos Gil (ESP)

MAX DD2 Sean Babington (UAE)

MAX DD2 Masters Mikko Laine (FIN)

2015 Portugal
Junior MAX Florian Venturi (FRA)

Senior MAX Alex Irlando (ITA)

MAX DD2 Ferenc Kancsar (HUN)

MAX DD2 Masters Ryan Urban (NZL)

2016 Italy
Micro MAX Diego Laroque (USA)

Mini MAX Jayden Els (RSA)

Junior MAX Mark Kimber (UK)

Senior MAX Denis Mavlanov (RUS)

MAX DD2 Ferenc Kancsar (HUN)

MAX DD2 Masters Lee Mitchener (AUS)

2017 Portugal
Micro MAX Louis Iglesias (FRA)

Mini MAX Marcus Amand (FRA)

Junior MAX Tijmen Van Der Helm (NED)

Senior MAX Brett Ward (GBR)

MAX DD2 Cody Gillis (AUS)

MAX DD2 Masters Troy Woolston (AUS)

2018 Brazil
Micro MAX Brent Crews (USA)

Mini MAX Farin Megger (GER)

Junior MAX Robert de Haan (NED)

Senior MAX Senna van Walstijn (NED)

MAX DD2 Paolo Besancenez (FRA)

MAX DD2 Masters Cristiano Morgado (RSA)

2019 Italy
Micro MAX Jay Urwin (NZA)

Mini MAX Jolan Raccamier (FRA)

Junior MAX Clay Osborne (NZA)

Senior MAX Axel Saarniala (FIN)

MAX DD2 Petr Bezel (CZE)

MAX DD2 Masters Roberto Pesevski (AUT)

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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IT IS RACING.
IT IS COMPETITION.
BUT THERE IS SO 
MUCH MORE THAT 
MAKES THIS EVENT 
SO SPECIAL.

ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 2021
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1.414 KM LENGTH | 14 TURNS
4,7 M OF GRADE CHANGE
FLOODLIGHTS

THE TRACK 

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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Arnaldo Frias and Sheikh Salman bin 
Isa al Khalifa during a meeting at the 
track in 2019

The Bahrain International Karting 
Circuit (BIKC) is an A-rated track of the 
Commission Internationale de Karting 
(CIK) which was inaugurated in 2012 at 
the occasion of the Formula 1 Gulf Air 
Bahrain Grand Prix. The official opening 
was attended by His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister; His 
Majesty’s Personal Representative His 
Highness Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa; Deputy Prime Minister HH 
Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al 
Khalifa; FIA President Jean Todt; ex-F1 
Supremo Bernie Ecclestone; Bahrain 
Motor Federation President and former 
CIK President Shaikh Abdulla bin Isa 
Al Khalifa; former BIC Chairman Zayed 
R Alzayani; BIC Chief Executive Shaikh 
Salman bin Isa Al Khalifa; and Formula 
1 superstars Sebastian Vettel, Kimi 
Raikkonen and Lewis Hamilton. 

Thanks to the state-of-the-art floodlight 
system with 150 lux lamps all over the 
circuit, the BIKC made history in 2012 as 

the worldwide first karting venue that 
is homologated to host world cham-
pionship-level events at night. Charles 
Leclerc and George Russel were compe-
ting on the track already in 2012 in the 
floodlight and in the following years 
more drivers like Max Verstappen, Lance 
Stroll, Lando Norris and Nikita Mazepin 
were also competing in the floodlight at 
several international events hosted by 
the BIKC.

The track was built as part of Bahrain’s
commitment to both, hosting the fore-
most motorsport events and series in 
the world, and to foster regional racing 
talents from the grassroots level to the 
international stage. And  it was designed 
to complement the existing motorsport 
infrastructure in Sakhir in providing a 
destination which could be enjoyed by 
adults, families and children alike, both 
for leisure activities and competition.

The circuit layout has a full length of 
1.414 meters, features 14 turns and is 

topographically challenging with an envi-
ronmental sound specification with over 
4.7 m of grade change. In total the BIKC 
offers 10 different configurations of the 
track, ranging from a simple “bambino” 
layout for youngsters to more chal-
lenging permutations for experienced 
racers. The variety of the track layouts 
allow two tracks to be run simulta-
neously, one dedicated for kids from 7 to 
12 years and the other hosting teenagers 
from 13 years and older.

Additionally, the BIKC complies with the 
highest international requirements for 
global race events in terms of the Pad-
dock, Parc Fermé, Medical rooms and 
the media center and offers a big out-
door terrace, which gives a view over the 
complete track, and at the same time of-
fers the same comfort and amenities as 
in the indoor clubhouse. Besides karting, 
the BIKC features some top adventures 
for those who search for additional thril-
ling activities like obstacle courses, wall 
climbing, free falls and zip lines.

“It is an honor for us to host the 
Rotax MAX Challenge Grand 
Finals 2021, which is one of the 
biggest karting events on the 
global stage and the highlight 
of the season for the worldwide 
Rotax racers. We are pleased 
to welcome Rotax drivers, their 
teams and companions from 
nearly 60 countries on our track. 
Throughout one week, the highly 
motivated racers will compete 
for the podium of this exceptional 
event. With the cooperation with 
BRP-Rotax, we’ll follow our com-
mitment to enhance karting in 
our country and to support young 
motorsport enthusiasts to jump 
into a professional racing career 
with the worldwide hosted Rotax 
MAX Challenge.”

SHEIKH SALMAN BIN ISA 
AL KHALIFA
CEO of the Bahrain International Circuit

“The Bahrain International Karting 
Circuit offers the perfect infrastructure 
for our event and we are glad to welco-
me the worldwide Rotax family at this 
prestigious track for the 21st edition of 
the RMC Grand Finals, the annual high-

light of the Rotax karting season. We 
are closely working together with the 
very supportive and well-trained team 
of the track to organize an exciting and 
successful event.“

“Since we opened our world class facility 
in 2011, many talented drivers have used 
BIKC as that platform into the sport and 
we are proud of that record. We have 
also been lucky enough to host some 
major international events, but the Rotax 

MAX Challenge Grand Finals will have 
our largest ever number of participants. 
We look forward to offering all partici-
pants our traditional Bahrain hospitality 
and welcome, at what will be the high-
light of this year’s karting calendar.”

FAYEZ RAMZY FAYEZ
COO of the Bahrain International Circuit

WE‘RE READY!

PETER ÖLSINGER
General Manager BRP-Rotax, Member of the Management Board, 
VP Sales, Marketing RPS Business & Communication

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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THE TRACK
BAHRAIN INTERNATIONAL KARTING CIRCUIT

The BIKC is a high speed, fast and flo-
wing track where you really need to stay 
focused and build your rhythm to get 
into the flow of this demanding layout. 
The track is challenging and there are 
chances for overtaking, plus you need 
to be clever. This is an awesome circuit 
where driver strength and fitness will 
play a significant role during this week 
of the Grand Finals event. To achieve 
maximum performance you will need 
to let the kart do the work, but there is 
no room for error when you are racing. 
It’s easy to lose momentum and then 
obviously sacrifice places. The first 
sector is something special going uphill 
where you can lose a lot of time, so you 

need to stay on full throttle. Corner 1 
(T1) is probably the best for overtaking. 
Just a small braking effort, lots of roll 
time and early on the gas. Trust the grip 
of the kart and line up for the left-right-
left “swing” section (T2-T4) that  
has a slight up and down elevation,  
where if you start it wrong, you will  
end up wrong. This is full throttle for a  
few seconds. 

Then it will be hard on the brakes before 
turning into the right corner at the top 
of the rise. Through this hairpin at T5, 
be careful of the track limits on the run-
off and try to stay on the edge. T6 is a 
downhill right-hander. Carry as much 
speed as possible, let the kart flow and 
use as much track as you can. Take the 
left kink (T7) flat out where the circuit 
levels out then use short, hard braking 
into T8 with good roll time. Be close, 
but don’t touch the curbs and again 
watch the track limits. 

It’s uphill on the straight after this to 
T9 full throttle where the track is wide 
through this long right-hand corner and 
there will be many lines to drive here. 

It‘s a really tricky corner, which tighten 
up as it continues into T10, and you can-
not see what is beyond this until you  
are there. Better to stay off the  
aggressive curbs.

Still going uphill through the fast left-
hander at T11, full throttle here and 
then it goes downhill through the right 
kink, and mainly straight to T12. Take 
this left turn with short, heavy braking 
where you can carry lots of speed. 

The track is flatter until you get to the 
right hand corner at T13, then it’s 
slightly uphill again. This section can be 
likened to the final stage of the Porti-
mao circuit used for the RMCGF already, 
as you take T14	flat	out	to	cross	the	
finish	line	further along the straight. 
At this point, you need to line up for the 
pass if you plan to overtake someone on 
the first corner of the next lap.

There will be some challenges for both 
driver and material in Bahrain, where 
it will be warm. Keep in mind that the 
tyres will be under constant load, so 
they have little time to cool down. High 
pressures may be fast to begin with, 
but considering the layout, it’s vital to 
manage this well for the best wear rate. 
If you run off the track there is more 
dust which can cost you a lot of time 
and positions. BIKC is regarded as more 
of a mid-range track for the engines and 
slipstream can be an important factor. 

ONE LAP Start Grid T1 T2 Lane

T3 T4 T5

T6 Lead-up Straight T6 T7 and T8

T9 T10 T11 T11 Exit

T12 T13 T13 Exit T14 Approach T14 Exit

WE TOOK A RIDE ON THE BAHRAIN INTERNATIONAL KARTING CIRCUIT 
TO GIVE YOU SOME INTERESTING INSIGHT INTO WHAT THEY CAN EX-
PECT IN SAKHIR PLUS SOME EXCELLENT TIPS TO WORK WITH. 

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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CHASSIS PARTNER
STATEMENTS FROM OUR PARTNERS

CHASSIS PARTNER
STATEMENTS FROM OUR PARTNERS

What special message would you like 
to share with all the participants who 
qualified	to	be	there?
Enjoy the race, have a fun and respect 
your competitors.

As	a	valued	official	chassis	partner	
at the RMCGF, what can the many 
competitors look forward to from 
being able to race with your karts and 
having your team there to support 
them?

As every year IPKarting with its Praga 
brand is bringing the latest product with 
the latest development in order to let all 
drivers taste our top-quality product and 
of course, we are bringing our best me-
chanics in order to give the maximum 
support to drivers.

This year we visit the Kingdom of 
Bahrain and will be racing under 
lights	for	the	first	time	in	the	his-
tory of the RMCGF. What are your 
thoughts about bringing this amazing 
event to such a special location and 
awesome	circuit?	
The Kingdom of Bahrain and its circuit 
is one of the top locations you can find 
around the world for such an event. Nice 
weather, nice location and the most 
important - very nice people.

How important is it that Rotax 
continuously takes this anticipated 
celebration of the champions to new 
regions	throughout	their	network?
It is very important to take the event 
to new regions which is obviously very 
challenging especially in this pandemic 
situation. 

Now with the 21st edition of the 
RMCGF, what remains a key factor in 
this event that you believe contribu-
tes	to	its	ongoing	success?	
The key factor of this event always was 
and I believe always will be the organi-
zation of the event, the equal opportuni-
ty for all drivers and the most important 
that drivers enjoy the event.

DANIEL SLIVA
IP KARTING

What special message would you like 
to share with all the participants who 
qualified	to	be	there?
We are very happy to welcome you back 
and to let you benefit from our chassis 
and expertise. You have all deserved 
your ticket so congratulations, this is the 
result of the whole season. The Sodikart 
team will be at your disposal during the 
event. Good luck to all of you! 

This year we visit the Kingdom of 
Bahrain and will be racing under 
lights	for	the	first	time	in	the	his-
tory of the RMCGF. What are your 
thoughts about bringing this amazing 
event to such a special location and 
awesome	circuit?	
After two complicated years in terms of 
health and events, this is a real oppor-
tunity and pleasure to race in Bahrain. 
Exporting the RMCGF to such an 
amazing place is a great idea and also a 
successful challenge. For sure it will be 
a special event with specific conditions. I 
am so excited to watch the races.

21 years on and Rotax will crown 
their	first	official	RMCGF	E-Kart	
champion competing in a Sodikart 
chassis in Bahrain. For your brand, 
how	significant	is	it	to	be	part	of	this	
exciting progression for the future of 
karting with the latest E-technology 
at	this	level	of	racing?	
We are proud of this achievement. It is 
important to move forward, that’s our 
philosophy so being in Bahrain as the 
E20 chassis partner is obvious. This is a 
real technological step  for our market 
so  we are glad to be part of it. Electrics 
have a promising future.

BERTRAND PIGNOLET
SODIKART

What special message would you 
like to share with all the participants 
who	qualified	to	be	there?	
I would like to congratulate them for 
their results obtained in their various 
championships in the world and that 
they obtained their invitations to the 
Rotax Grand Finals, and for being able 
to take part in such exceptional event.

As	a	valued	official	chassis	partner	at	
the RMCGF, what can the many com-

petitors look forward to from being 
able to race with your karts and having 
your	team	there	to	support	them? 
Of course everything is possible, we 
watch the races carefully, this kind of 
event allows us to judge their perfor-
mance, to discuss with them, it remains 
an international event with a very good 
level of driver.

This year we visit the Kingdom of 
Bahrain and will be racing under lights 
for	the	first	time	in	the	history	of	the	
RMCGF. What are your thoughts about 
bringing this amazing event to such a 
special	location	and	awesome	circuit?  
We have already had some international 
races at this track and it was a great 
experience doing the night races, and it 
is a great show. Concerning the choice of 
Bahrain, it is great, they have internatio-
nal experience, the track is beautiful, the 

races are exciting and the weather is 
perfect at this time of year.

How important is it that Rotax 
continuously takes this anticipated 
celebration of the champions to new 
regions	throughout	their	network? 
Yes it is important to be able to colla-
borate with a company like Rotax and 
to be able to broadcast such an event, 
at the marketing level, to meet new 
distributors and to promote karting in all 
countries of the world.

Now with the 21st edition of the 
RMCGF, what remains a key factor in 
this event that you believe contribu-
tes	to	its	ongoing	success? 
The success are the seriousness of the 
organization, the quality of the products 
and the trusted partnerships during all 
these years.

RONNI SALA
BIRELART

OFFICIAL
CHASSIS PARTNERS
OF THE RMC GRAND FINALS 2021

Rotax 125 Micro MAX

Rotax 125 MAX DD2

Rotax 125 Mini MAX

Rotax 125 MAX DD2 Masters

Rotax 125 Junior MAX

Rotax 125 Senior MAX

Rotax Project E20

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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CHASSIS PARTNER
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

CHASSIS PARTNER
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

TECHNICAL 
SPECIFICATIONS
OF THE CHASSIS

E20 JUNIOR MAX

MINI MAX

Chassis producer Sodikart

CIK Homologation No 022/CH/97

Brand name and type Sodi Sigma DD2

Tube Diameter 30 mm

Wheelbase 1044 mm

Axle Diameter 50 mm

Brakes Tekneex

Weight (with engine) 142 kg

Website www.sodikart.com

Top Speed 135 km/h

MAX Performance 24 kW 

MAX Torque 190 Nm (without boost)

Chassis producer Sodikart

CIK Homologation No 022/CH/97

Brand name and type Sodi Sigma RS3

Tube Diameter 30 mm

Wheelbase 1050 mm

Axle Diameter 50 mm

Brakes Tekneex

Weight (with engine) 79 kg

Website www.sodikart.com

Engine Type Rotax 125 Junior MAX Evo

MAX performance 17 kW / 23 hp at 8,500 rpm

Max torque 19 Nm at 8,500 rpm

Chassis producer BirelArt

CIK Homologation No 007/CH/92

Brand name and type C28 S12 

Tube Diameter 28 mm

Wheelbase 950 mm

Axle Diameter 30 x 5 x 960 mm

Brakes Hydraulic CX I24

Weight (with engine) 63 kg

Website www.birelart.com

Engine Type Rotax 125 Micro MAX Evo MY20

MAX performance 7 kW / 9.5 hp at 7,000 rpm

Max torque 10.9 Nm at 6,000 rpm

Chassis producer Praga

CIK Homologation No 006/CH/15

Brand name and type Praga Monster Evo

Tube Diameter 28 mm

Wheelbase 950 mm

Axle Diameter 30 x 5 x 960 mm

Brakes IPK MKB.V2

Weight (with engine) 63 kg

Website www.ipkarting.com

Engine Type Rotax 125 Mini MAX Evo MY20

MAX performance 9.6 kW / 13 hp at 7,500 rpm

Max torque 13 Nm at 6,000 rpm

MICRO MAX

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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CHASSIS PARTNER
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

SENIOR MAX

MAX DD2

MAX DD2 MASTERS

Chassis producer Sodikart

CIK Homologation No 022/CH/97

Brand name and type Sodi Sigma RS3

Tube Diameter 30 mm

Wheelbase 1050 mm

Axle Diameter 50 mm

Brakes Tekneex

Weight (with engine) 79 kg

Website www.sodikart.com

Engine Type Rotax 125 Senior MAX Evo

MAX performance 22 kW / 30 hp at 11,500 rpm

Max torque 21 Nm at 9,000 rpm

Chassis producer Birel ART

CIK Homologation No 32/CH/20

Brand name and type Birel ART CRY RX S12

Tube Diameter 30 mm

Wheelbase 1045 mm

Axle Diameter 40 x 2 x 1040 R

Brakes Hydraulic 3RR

Weight (with engine) 87 kg

Website www.birelart.com

Engine Type Rotax 125 MAX DD2 Evo

MAX performance 25 kW / 34 hp at 12,000 rpm

Max torque 22 Nm at 10,500 rpm

Chassis producer Praga

CIK Homologation No 87/CH/20

Brand name and type Praga Dragon Evo2 DD2

Tube Diameter 30 mm

Wheelbase 1055 mm

Axle Diameter 40 x 1040 mm

Brakes IPK STR.V2

Weight (with engine) 90 kg

Website www.ipkarting.com

Engine Type Rotax 125 MAX DD2 Evo

MAX performance 25 kW / 34 hp at 12,000 rpm

Max torque 22 Nm at 10,500 rpm

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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THE ROTAX PROJECT E20 E-KART

THERE Ś A NEW 
CLASS IN TOWN

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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PLATZHALTERTEXT
ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 2021

THE NEW CATEGORY AT THE RMC GRAND FINALS:

ROTAX PROJECT E20
LET‘S TAKE A LOOK AT THE E-KART, THE DRIVERS WHO 
COMPETE FOR THE TITLE OF THE FIRST EVER E-KART 
CHAMPION IN THE RMCGF HISTORY, AND REVIEW 
THE DEMO-TOUR AND EVENTS OF 2021.

PROJECT E20 E-KART
THE NEW CATEGORY OF THE RMCGF

Over the past three race seasons, you 
have witnessed the obvious improve-
ments of our electric kart, the Rotax 
Project E20 E-Kart, which was comple-
tely developed in our R&D department 
in Gunskirchen, Austria. The brand new 
generation of the E-Kart features a lot 
of advantages which were demonstra-
ted throughout the year 2021 on the 
demo-tour and several race events in 
Europe, wowing everyone who drove it.

The new generation is lighter and more 
efficient than its predecessor, ensu-
ring more power and durability of the 
lithium-ion batteries, which provides 
constant power availability throughout 
the complete race distance.  The parity 
of the Project E20 E-Kart guarantees 
fair racing and is even better than the 
internal combustion engine (ICE) karts.

In comparison to the ICE karts, the 
E-Karts offer exceptional ease of use. It 
eliminates having to change the settings 

and servicing the engine. There is no 
need to oil the chain, adjust the carbure-
tion, change the engine or the sprocket. 
You just put on your race gear, jump in, 
push the two buttons on the steering 
wheel .... and have fun!

And when you come back from the 
track, you connect the charging plug 
and relax, review the data, consider your 
strategy and make any changes to your 
kart set-up.
 
And speaking about more fun - you will 
love the Boost button on the steering 
wheel which increases the power for 
up to 5 seconds and can be used every 
30 seconds. The boost function makes 
the races more interesting as you have 
to find the best strategy to use it and 
decide where you can gain the most 
advantage on your competitors - depen-
ding on where they also hit the boost.

The low noise emission of the E-Kart 

opens furthermore a complete new 
dimension of racing. You can literally 
hear the aerodynamic sounds, the tires 
working and the rumble of running over 
the curbs.

The engine of the Rotax Project E20 
has a Permanent Magnet Synchronous 
Motor (PMSM) with intergrated trans-
mission which provides about 33 hp (24 
kW) together with 190 Nm of torque and 
a maximum speed of up to 135 km/h.  

The E-Kart is powered with an operating 
voltage of 350 volts from two lithium-
ion batteries with battery management 
system (BMS), specifically developed 
Vehicle Control Unit (VCU) with a combi-
ned air and liquid cooling system.

The chassis is an adapted Sodi Sigma 
DD2 that‘s already used for the Rotax 
MAX DD2 category. The E-Kart chassis 
only differs in the axle diameter being 
50mm, not 40mm.

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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PLATZHALTERTEXT
ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 2021

IT IS FUN. IT IS EASY TO USE. IT IS FAST.
BOOST YOUR RACING AND ACCELERATE  
FROM 0 TO 100 KM/H IN 3.5 SECONDS. 

PROJECT E20 E-KART
THE NEW CATEGORY OF THE RMCGF

In 2021, BRP-Rotax organized a tour 
throughout Europe to introduce the 
Rotax Project E20 - the new category at 
the RMC Grand Finals. The tour inclu-
ded numerous demonstration and test 
days, plus race events where drivers had 
the opportunity to win tickets for the 
RMCGF. 

The ‚Arrive & Drive‘ concept makes it 
very easy to experience E-Karting, giving 
you more chance to concentrate on your 
race. Our dedicted Rotax team is there 
to support all the E-Kart competitors 
throughout the events, advising them 
on the special features, recommended 
set-up and safety aspects of the Rotax 
Project E20. In addition, they analyse 
the on-track data to review the drivers‘ 
performance. 

The ‚Arrive & Drive‘ concept also means 
that the transport of equipment and 
race awning are part of the service 
provided. And similar to the Rotax DD2 
class, the Direct Drive system elimina-

tes the need for a chain and sprocket. 
This all makes the Rotax Project E20 
E-Kart even more interesting for com-
petitors who may not be as experienced 
with the technical aspects of the com-
bustion engines or components. 

A lot of drivers took the unique opportu-
nity to test the E-Kart during 2021. This 
included the Rotax Project E20 visiting 
a number of RMC events to clearly 
demonstrate the incomparible perfor-
mance it offers. 
The Rotax E-Kart was used once again 
this season in the German Electric Kart 
Championship (DEKM) where three 
rounds took place in Germany (Wa-
ckersdorf, Muelsen) and one in Belgium 
(Genk). The title was decided at the 
final race in Muelsen, where the winner, 
Oscar Pellemele, was awarded with a 
ticket for the RMCGF.

Further tickets for the RMCGF were 
awarded during two rounds of the RMC 
Euro Trophy. The E-Kart category was 

included in the RMCET in Muelsen and 
in Wackersdorf, as single race weekends 
of a new two-round Euro series. This 
included the Rotax Project E20 visiting 
a number of RMC events to clearly 
demonstrate the incomparible perfor-
mance it offers.

The RMCGF tickets were awarded to 
Theo Kekati as the first round winner 
and Hannes Morin round two winner and 
overall champion. The wild card winner 
of all Project E20 events during 2021 
is Ellis Spieza, who will fight for the 
victory in Bahrain.

The newly-established Danish Rotax 
E-Kart Championship awarded anot-
her ticket to the happy winner, Malte 
Ebdrup.

Right now we are planning a bunch of 
events for the upcoming year - stay 
tuned on our social media channels and 
the Rotax website for more information 
about the new tour dates for 2022.

PROJECT 
E20 TOUR

WATCH OUT FOR 
THE NEW TOUR 
DATES FOR 2022

My first impression after testing the Ro-
tax Project E20 E-Kart is that it was an 
amazing experience! It’s been something 
completely new, very fast instant acce-
leration, exceptional top speed, stable 
and quite easy in the handling.

It was a very pleasant surprise for me 
and has been a slightly different expe-
rience to other categories that I have ra-
ced over the years. As there is no sound, 
you focus a lot on other things, for 
example: the wind that blows through 

the visor, the sound it makes when you 
run over the curbs and the squealing of 
the tyres. It’s amazing because with ot-
her go-karts you don’t hear these things 
due to the noise. 

On day two, we played around a little 
with various set-ups, analysed the data 
and tried to get the most out of the 
go-kart, just as we do normally when 
testing. With the E20, it’s a different 
feeling and you can drive in a different 
way. It was a great experience!

XEN DE RUWE
Race driver & Coach 

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
https://www.instagram.com/rotax_ekarting/
https://www.facebook.com/RotaxEKarting
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PROJECT E20 E-KART
THE NEW CATEGORY OF THE RMCGF

Alongside the regular classes, the 
Rotax Project E20 made its debut 
on Dutch soil during the RMC Net-
herlands at the Landsard circuit in 
Eindhoven.

Multiple test drives were run during the 
course of the three days, among which 
was popular Dutch Formula 1 show TV 
presenter Rob Kamphues. After driving 
the E20, he was clearly impressed by 
the new Rotax eKart, “I’m very surprised 
by the power and the grip of the go-
kart!”. Kamphues commented about the 
reduction in noise and pollution as well, 
“I think it’s a very good step forward re-
garding the lack of noise, which is really 
beneficial for the tracks.”

The race organiser and promoter, Gaby 
van de Burgt of Chrono Karting, was 
thrilled to welcome all the participants 
once again to Eindhoven, “What a fan-
tastic sunny weekend with beautiful ra-
ces and smiling faces. After 14 months 

of lockdown, we have put the dots on 
the ‘i’ again and we are back in our 
race flow. Rob Kamphues, F1 Café TV 
presenter gave the youngest drivers on 
the starting grid a ‘boxing’ before they 
started their first race. How cool is that? 
In addition, he delivered a great demons-
tration in the Rotax Project E20 Project 
eKart where he had the full attention of 
everyone, both from the drivers and the 
press. In short, all elements were pre-
sent for a great start to the kart season. 
For our partners and team, this was the 
best way to kick it off!” 

Darrell Smith, Test Driver from BRP-Ro-
tax, was at the Dutch event to introduce 
the new Rotax E-Kart and provided 
technical support for the Rotax com-
petitors with his team. “Firstly, I want 
to congratulate Chrono Karting for a 
successful event, especially now they 
are able to resume the Rotax racing 
here in the Netherlands. I want to 
thank Gaby along with our local Rotax 

distributor Kombikart for inviting us to 
demonstrate the new Rotax Project E20 
at their first RMC. There was really a lot 
of interest in the eKart, which was most 
encouraging, and very positive to see the 
excitement of the drivers who signed up 
to take a test drive. It gave everyone the 
opportunity to ask any questions about 
the BRP-Rotax initiative for the future 
and sustainability of karting.”

PROJECT 
E20 TOUR

THE PROJECT E20 
ON RMC EVENTS 
IN 2021

The annual “Prins Carl Philip‘s 
Racing Pokal“ combined with the 
Swedish Rotax MAX Challenge round 
had a special appearance of the Ro-
tax Project E20 E-Kart, where Prince 
Carl Philip himself took the opportu-
nity to put the electric kart to the test.

Since 2013, the yearly race event has 
been part of the RMC, which whas taken 
place the last two years at Sweden‘s 
first and only „green“ track resort. The 
competitors and their supporters had 
the unique chance to see Prince Carl 
Philip drive the Rotax Project E20 E-
Kart together with the Rotax Test Driver, 
Darell Smith. Immediately pushing the 
E-Kart to the limit on the slightly wet 
circuit, he was pleasantly surprised 
and totally enjoyed the experience. The 
prince, who competed in the Rotax DD2 
Masters class on the weekend as well, 
said he was very impressed with the 

performance and handling of the Rotax 
Project E20. He added that he was 
appreciative of the opportunity to drive 
the E-Kart and quite excited to have 
the Project E20 here at his own annual 
Swedish karting event. 

The event is organised with the support 
of Porsche Carrera Cup Scandinavia, 
SBF (Swedish ASN) and the KAK (Royal 
Automobile Club of Sweden).

Thomas Johansson, Sporting Director 
at Porsche Carrera Cup Scandinavia and 
event organiser for Prince Carl Philip‘s 
Racing Trophy was also extremely 
excited to welcome the demonstration 
from BRP-Rotax in Sweden. “We have 
been anticipating the arrival of the Rotax 
Project E20 E-Kart here in Sweden and 
are grateful of this opportunity to have 
Darrell Smith here to introduce this 
exciting new concept from BRP-Ro-

tax. I‘m honestly very impressed by the 
performance of this unique package and 
now we are looking forward to including 
Rotax eKarting in our own program in 
the near future. It was especially a real 
honour to have Prince Carl Philip driving 
the Rotax Project E20 E-Kart on track 
here at GTR Motorpark at his personal 
race event this weekend. It has created 
a lot of positive interest so we are very 
pleased to see the response from so 
many competitors.“

Darrell Smith and 
Prince Carl Philip

RMC SWEDEN
PRINCE CARL PHILIP TESTED 
THE  ROTAX PROJECT E20 
E-KART IN SWEDEN

“I’ve been karting for six years now and 
recently had a go in the electric kart for 
the first time, which was quite exciting! 
I wanted to try it and see what the 
difference was compared to the engine 
I usually drive with, the Rotax MAX. I 
really enjoyed driving the Rotax Project 
E20, it was good fun and it was defini-
tely different. With the E-Kart you can 
actually hear everything. 

The power off the corners was also 
good compared to what I normally drive 
and yeah, the speed was great! I didn’t 

think it would be that fast with the 
E-Kart, but as soon as I jumped in the 
kart and touched the gas, it was like 
‘okay this is going to be fast!’ Also, 
there’s a boost button on the steering 
wheel and if you push that, it really is 
even quicker again on track. You miss 
a little bit the sound and smell of the 
engine… but at the same time it’s going 
really fast, so I think you just have to 
learn how the kart works and then it 
would be very good. For me, was fun to 
drive electric! And naturally I would love 
to try it in a race as well.“

MATHILDA OLSSON
Rotax MAX European Champion 2019 & 2020

Prince Carl Philip and Thomas Johansson

RMC NETHERLANDS
BACK IN THE NETHERLANDS AFTER 
THE COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS

The Rotax Project E20 as the pace kart at the RMC 

Rob Kamphues driving the Rotax Project E20

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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PROJECT E20 E-KART
THE NEW CATEGORY OF THE RMCGF

On the last weekend of July, during 
the fourth race of the RMC Portugal, 
BRP-Rotax in cooperation with Kor-
ridas organized Demo Days for the 
Rotax Project E20 in Braga.

Although the access to the track being 
limited to the drivers and their atten-
dees, due to the constraints imposed 
by the health authorities caused by the 
COVID-19, the Demo days were very 
successful, with a lot of people showing 
their interest for the electric karts.

Most of the Senior MAX and DD2 
drivers had the chance to drive the 
Rotax Project E20 E-Kart on Friday and 
Saturday during the race weekend. All 
of them were really impressed and most 
of them surprised by the performance 
and drivability of the E-Kart. Most of 
the comments following the test drives 
included “impressive”, “surprising expe-
rience” and “I was not expecting such a 

powerful engine”. All the participants of 
the RMC Portugal were truly interested 
in the functionality and driving capabi-
lities of the Rotax Project E20 E-Kart 
and kept the on-site Rotax Technical 
Support team busy throughout the 
weekend, who answered the most diver-
se questions by the drivers, entrants and 
mechanics. 

Korridas also took the opportunity to 
invite the members of the National 
Automotive Federation (FPAK) to intro-
duce the Rotax Project E20. On Friday, 
the first day of the Demo Days, the 
president of FPAK (Ni Amorim) and his 
sporting manager (Paulo Magalhães), as 
well the director for Karting (João Rito) 
visited the event, and they were very 
interested and impressed of the Rotax 
Project E 20. They also spent quite a 
lot of time listening very attentively and 
with great interest to the explanations 
given by Darrell Smith from BRP-Rotax.

PROJECT 
E20 TOUR

THE PROJECT E20 
ON RMC EVENTS 
IN 2021

From August 20 to 22, 2021 on the 
occasion of the Danish Champion-
ship,	the	first	Danish	Rotax	E-Kart	
Championship took place at the Thy 
Karting Center in Thisted, Denmark.

This race event was the first national 
championship with the Rotax Project 
E20 E-Karts outside the DEKM in Ger-
many and the Danish drivers were very 
excited to compete with the electric 
kart. The Rotax Team on site was avai-
lable to answer any questions about the 
E-Kart and supported competitors with 
briefings and advice during the event. 
Additionally, the Rotax Team were there 
to give other drivers the chance to test 
the E-Kart, who were really impressed 
by the performance and ease of use of 
the E20. The 11 drivers from Denmark, 
The Netherlands and the USA who took 
part in the E-Kart Championship fully 
enjoyed the ‘Arrive & Drive’ concept 
of the event, which included the full 
service, awning and support at the 

venue. The drivers were able to enjoy 
the new experience and focus on racing 
the E-Kart at the 1,248m-long circuit in 
Thy. One of the drivers was Lasse Bak - 
one of the best SIM Racers of Denmark 
- who tried a test run in the E-Kart in 
Vojens and afterwards decided to take 
part in the championship race. 

Malte Ebdrup, the 14-year-old Danish 
driver dominated the weekend: he set 
the fastest time of the time trial, won 
both heats, the pre-finals and the finals. 
In the meantime, there were some close 
battles for the remaining podium places. 
Silas Tytter took the second place in the 
first heat, the pre-final and in the final, 
where he also set the fastest time and 
left Jannik Nielsen behind on the third 

place of this Danish Rotax Ekart Cham-
pionship. Malte Ebdrup became the 
first Danish Champion in E-Karting and 
received a ticket to the RMCGF 2021 in 
Bahrain.

DANISH ROTAX E-KART CHAMPIONSHIP
WINNER WAS AWARDED WITH 
A TICKET TO THE RMCGF 2021

Malte Ebdrup with his father

RMC PORTUGAL
SUCCESSFUL DEMO DAYS IN BRAGA 
WITH THE ROTAX PROJECT E20

Arnaldo Frias (Korridas), Ni Amorim (President of the
Portuguese ASN) and Darrell Smith (BRP-Rotax)

Upper picture: Members of the ASN listening the 
explanation from Darrell Smith about the E20 concept
Below: Safety briefing for the drivers before 
starting the test drive

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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PLATZHALTERTEXT
ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 2021

Textrahmen für Fließtext. 

FS Industie, 9 pt

Textrahmen für Fließtext. 

FS Industie, 9 pt

CLASSESSUPPORTED BY:

21st - 22nd January 2022

www.dubaiautodrome.ae/oplate
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ENTRY OR KART HIRE VISIT:

SAVE THE DATE

Bambino 

Micro & Mini Max

Junior Max 

Senior Max

DD2 Max

DD2 Masters 

SWS Sprint

SWS Mini Enduro

QUALIFY FOR THE 2022 RMC INTERNATIONAL TROPHY

DOP Save The Date 2022 v02 - RMCGF.indd   1DOP Save The Date 2022 v02 - RMCGF.indd   1 9/30/2021   4:50:28 PM9/30/2021   4:50:28 PM

STAY TUNED FOR 
THE DATES OF THE 
E20 TOUR IN 2022 
TO EXPERIENCE THE 
FUTURE OF KARTING.

THE ROTAX
PROJECT E20 TOUR
CONTINUES IN 2022.

PROJECT 
E20 TOUR

Following the successful season Tour 
throughout Europe in 2021, the Rotax 
Project E20 E-Kart is preparing to be 
back on track once again next year 
with the “Arrive & Drive” concept that 
has given many drivers the unique 
opportunity to test and race the 
powerful new generation of the Rotax 
Project E20 E-Kart.

The latest exciting news this week is 
that the E-Kart will extend to another 
race category, with the much-antici-
pated introduction of the Junior Rotax 
Project E20 class running alongside the 
current Senior package. This will enable 
young drivers from the age of 12 years 
to experience the thrill of being one of 
the new generation of karters to really 
boost their racing with the fun of “Plug 
‘n Play”.

For 2022 we have already fixed the 
Rotax Project E20 at three rounds of the 
RMC Euro Trophy in Junior and Senior 
categories. The triple event E20 Euro 
Series championship will award the 
overall winners and runners-up with 
their RMC Grand Finals tickets, while 
the individual round and podium lottery 
winners will receive their invitation to 
compete with the Rotax Project E20 at 
another of the E-Kart Tour events during 
the 2022 season. 

More dates will be announced soon for 
the additional events joining the E-Kart 
calendar in 2022. Stay informed via the 
official Rotax website at www.rotax-
kart.com/en/Racing/E-Racing/Project-
E20 for more details about the Project 
E20 Tour and to secure your chance to 
be part of the future! 

Be in the first row for news around
the Rotax E-Karting and subscribe 
to our Newsletter.

https://www.rotax-kart.com/de/
Community/Newsletter

SCAN OR 
CLICK ME!

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Racing/E-Racing/Project-E20
https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Racing/E-Racing/Project-E20
https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Racing/E-Racing/Project-E20
https://www.rotax-kart.com/de/Community/Newsletter
https://www.rotax-kart.com/de/Community/Newsletter
https://www.rotax-kart.com/de/Community/Newsletter


36 37Gasette RMCGF 2021 | BAHRAIN www.rotax-kart.com

BEHIND 
THE SCENES 

AN INSIGHT INTO THE
AMAZING WORK IN PROGRESS 

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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PLATZHALTERTEXT
ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 2021

MORE THAN TWO DECADES AGO 
THE FIRST EVER ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE 
GRAND FINALS WAS HELD ON THE ISLAND 
OF PUERTO RICO WITH 66 ENTRIES FROM 
19 DIFFERENT COUNTRIES. 

TODAY WE‘LL TAKE A LOOK AT THE 
HISTORY AND THE ORGANIZATION 
OF THIS AMAZING EVENT.

The exciting concept to celebrate their 
success in the various local Rotax MAX 
Challenge series’ gave the leading drivers a 
unique opportunity to compete together in 
a truly international event while also crow-
ning the world number one in the recently-
introduced Rotax 125 MAX engine category. 

From the initial RMCGF in 2000, it has 
grown every year to become one of the 
most prestigious karting events worldwide 
and the racing to date has never failed to 
be anything but outstanding. Today, the 
grid has expanded to six classes, from the 
youngest in Micro MAX to the more expe-
rienced DD2 Masters, with around 7,500 
competitors battling it out every year to win 
one of the exclusive invitational tickets. 

With the newest addition to the BRP-Rotax 
flagship	event	–	the	Rotax	‘Project	E20’	E-
Kart category, 380 tickets are available for 
the event.

BEHIND THE SCENES
ORGANISATION OF A RMC GRAND FINALS

A long history of racing pedigree has 
been associated with the Rotax brand 
in the sport, including many national, 
international and World Champion-
ships during the 1980s, when they 
were literally an evolution in the 
karting industry with the production 
of high performance 100cc 2-stroke 
engines. In 1995, a strategic deci-
sion was made which resulted in the 
development of a completely new 
engine technology. 

The Rotax 125 MAX was introduced in 
1997, and was setting new standards in 
the industry with its reliability, reduced 
maintenance, user-friendliness, stan-
ding out from the competition with its 
lower fuel and noise emissions. From 
its launch on, the Rotax network of dis-
tributors helped the engine popularity 
grow from their own efforts to introduce 
more drivers with test opportunities. 

At the beginning of the new millennium, 
BRP-Rotax started its own racing series, 
the Rotax MAX Challenge (RMC), with 
its own technology and sporting regu-
lations, approved by and in compliance 
with the CIK-FIA. Debuting as a “play-
ground” for ambitious leisure karters, 
the Rotax MAX Challenge is now one of 
the most prominent race series in the 
world of professional karting. It is owned 
and organized by BRP-Rotax and its 
Rotax kart engine distributors.
 
The RMC is a “one-make-engine” 
formula: only Rotax kart engines that 
are checked and sealed are allowed, 
so that the success in the competition 
is based on the skills of the driver. The 
development of the Rotax-owned MOJO 
Racing Tyre product range combines to 
align the global RMC rules for the ideal 
engine performance. 

For more than 20 years, the  RMCGF has 
travelled around the world to different 
continents and nations including Asia, 
the Middle East, South Africa, Europe, 
the United Arab Emirates, United States 
and South America. From a small event 
where the participants sent their own 
equipment months prior to arrive in time 
it has grown to en event with a mam-
moth logistical task of shipping more 
than 400 brand new complete chassis’ 
fitted with Rotax engines, spare parts 
and accessories, tools, merchandise and 
all the material necessary to organize 
the week-long international competition. 

The RMCGF is a karting event unlike any 
other in its ‘Arrive & Drive’ concept to 
create a level playing field, uniting the 
huge international Rotax family. This 
also means that the immense workload 
and dedicated effort in the background 
is incredible! 

THE HISTORY.

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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Our main priority is to find a valid loca-
tion which fits the size of the event. 
The most important thing is a homolo-
gated track and the facilities. Additional-

ly, we need to check if there are enough 
hotels, good weather conditions for the 
estimated date and if everything can be 
done according the budget we have. 
It is always a challenge for us to adapt 
the event to the local conditions and 
to find the best suppliers on site for 
the event. Since 2019 we have another 
challenge: it is called COVID-19. 

During the event, we set up all the 
infrastructure (drivers tent, Parc fermé, 
offices, IT-infrastructure, WIFI, etc.) 
and co-ordinate the sporting team 
for running the event, set up the race 
control, live streaming and time keeping 
areas, prepare VIP area, organise secu-
rity, cleaning and set up of the safety 
measures for the implementation of the 

COVID-19 contingency plan. 
And last but not least, secure a smooth 
execution of the event. In the core team 
we are 20 and in total 200 people. There 
are 30 from Rotax, 40 external people 
involved in the race process, 50 people 
from the chassis suppliers, the rest are 
local people and partners. 

This event with this concept needs a 
lot of planning in advance and it is a big 
responsibility for the organizing team 
to ensure the customer expectations. 
When the decision to cancel the event 
last January was taken, a postpone-
ment was impossible, seeing the set-up 
was already on site, it was impossible 
due to timing and organisation issues to 
hold on a later date. 

I am responsible for the logistics, 
coordinating the chassis partners and 
the internal staff team. Organizing the 
Grand Finals is an ongoing process. We 
start immediately after one RMCGF with 
the next one. 

In between, we are already working for 
the following years too. Together with 
event organiser Arnaldo Frias, we define 

the sporting rules with the FIA and local 
federation, who he is personally in cons-
tant communication with. We work with 
the local suppliers, hotel management, 
tourist information, car rental, catering 
and numerous local authorities. 

We also plan necessary testing on the 
circuit, define all the marketing material 
for the event, as well as implement the 
communication strategy and pre-event 
communication with distributors, drivers 
and partners, plus plan travel arrange-
ments to coordinate the team for 
the event. 

One of the main challenges this year 
is the timing of the logistics. We need 
to send all the material more than 2 
months before the event to Bahrain and 
along with the chassis partners we have 
18 containers. 

This event is important for the Rotax 
network: it is the goal of the year for 
every RMC driver. We want to organize 
the best event ever because our custo-
mers have earned it! It’s always painful 
not to be able to fulfil their expectations 
when we know they fight for a ticket to 
be there.

BEHIND THE SCENES
ORGANISATION OF A RMC GRAND FINALS

IT IS THE GOAL OF THE YEAR FOR OUR WORLD-
WIDE ROTAX DRIVERS TO TAKE PART AT THIS 
EXCITING EVENT. EVERY YEAR WE ORGANIZE 
THE BEST EVENT POSSIBLE FOR THEM, 
BECAUSE OUR CUSTOMERS HAVE EARNED IT.

The RMCGF continues to unite our 
global community and we are proud to 
share in the success of so many talen-
ted competitors who come together 
to experience this truly international 
competition. 
The location – will be outside Europe 
regularly… to always give it a global 
character

The ticket – can’t be bought, you need 
to win or earn the ticket
The event – is the one where we give 
you the kart and tyres to max the parity
The organisation –  is fully motivated 
to deliver
The	final – with an eKart category
The	field – is the biggest of its kind in 
karting with this fair concept

RMCGF ORGANISATION
There are a lot of things to arrange 
and coordinate on the RMCGF program 
for this very special event, besides the 
racing: the venues and hospitality for 
the scheduled functions, competitions, 
awards ceremonies, entertainment, spe-
cial guests, meetings, merchandise and 
promotions, etc. BRP-Rotax traditionally 
hosts the global network of Rotax dis-
tributors for their annual meeting too.

The RMCGF is about pure racing, equal 
opportunities and about competing for 
the RMCGF title… but it is also so much 
more. It is a place where you can watch 
talented drivers from all over the world 
being focused on racing, yet at the same 
time showing sportsmanship and fair-
ness. 

The excitement and dedication of the 
participants – drivers, mechanics, sup-
porters, family members and last but 
not least the organization team – can be 

seen and felt at each Grand Finals event. 
It is a Rotax family that is gathering at 
exciting and sometimes exotic places 
around the globe. I have already been 
a member of the organization team for 
seven RMCGF so far. 

Being part of this family, meeting old 

friends and making new ones, seeing and 
feeling the emotion of the winners on 
the podium, and also the connection bet-
ween countries and drivers of all ages – 
all this makes the Rotax MAX Challenge 
Grand Finals a truly unique event. 
I can’t wait to be there again – 
see you in Bahrain!

ELISABETH RUSCHAK
Rotax RPS Marketing

“BEING PART OF THIS FAMILY, 
MEETING OLD FRIENDS AND 
MAKING NEW ONES, SEEING 
AND FEELING THE EMOTIONS OF 
THE WINNERS ON THE PODIUM, 
AND ALSO THE CONNECTION 
BETWEEN COUNTRIES AND 
DRIVERS OF ALL AGES - ALL 
THIS MAKES THE ROTAX MAX 
CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 
A TRULY UNIQUE EVENT.”

STEFAN GRUBER
Manager Rotax Karting

BEHIND THE SCENES
ORGANISATION OF A RMC GRAND FINALS

ARNALDO FRIAS
Korridas, RMCGF Organizer

ROBERT BAUMGARTNER
RMCGF Project Leader

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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Why the Grand Finals? To have an 
“Incentive“ for the participants of the 
national RMC events, it was decided at 
the 1999 distributor meeting in Paris 

that we will host a yearly final event for 
them; the Rotax Grand Finals. 
At the first edition, the qualified drivers 
used their own chassis, but it was our 
goal to offer everyone the same possi-
bility to succeed, so it was a logical step 
to change the regulations to supply the 
same new kart for each category. 
In Egypt 2003, the first step was made 
to introduce the Junior MAX class with 
a supplied chassis. 

Throughout the years we have added 
more Rotax MAX categories until we 
had covered the complete spectrum of 
customers. As the event was growing 

every year, we developed the organisa-
tion to maximize the equal chance for 
all the drivers (changing tyre producer 
to MOJO, digital control of the equip-
ment to our own event management 
system, digital race control = monitoring 
the race with high resolution cameras, 
the development of the Global App to 
inform the competitors also via online 
mobile devices with a virtual briefing 
and notice board launched in 2021). 

With the integration of an E-Kart guest 
race in Brazil 2018, we have set the mi-
lestone for the expansion of the event to 
introduce categories with electric drives.
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Being born and raised in Panama with 
15 years living in Austria already gives 
me a lot of intercultural experience 
which I increase every year at the RMC 
Grand Finals meeting all the different 
people from all over the world. I am in 
the organization team since 2008 and 
responsible for the race office.

Our main task is to be the link between 
all departments and people involved at 
the whole event.  We are constantly in 
contact with the race organization, ste-

wards, race control, timekeeping, press 
office and back office.

But the race office is already very busy 
before the event itself even starts! At 
first, we organize the registration of the 
drivers and their entrants, prepare the 
welcome packages for the drivers and 
distributors and even are involved in the 
registration process itself. Afterwards 
we start with our business in the race 
office, where we make the registration 
of all our Rotax Club customers, hand 
out the paddock passes, welcome and 
register our distributors and be sort of 
an “Info Point” for all kinds of questions.

During the races, we share the respon-
sibility with the Stewards Secretary 
for all the postings which are done at 

the Official Board.  We also handout the 
starting grids to the Parc Fermé and the 
Sticker Kits and Number Stickers to our 
drivers, replace the Driver or Mechanic 
passes in case of lost, assist with the 
Login to our Rotax App and just be the 
first place where anybody can go to get 
assistance with any issue that may  
appear during the event.

Supporting such a huge event and 
helping to make it as uncomplicated 
and smooth for the participants and visi-
tors is the best satisfaction my team 
and myself can have. 

Working with such a great international 
team, that brings all the commitment and 
passion to organize and run this event, is 
something I look forward every year. 

BEHIND THE SCENES
ORGANISATION OF A RMC GRAND FINALS

“AT THE END OF A VERY LONG DAY, WE ALL SIT 
TOGETHER, LAUGH AND HAVE FUN; AND THIS 
IS THE REASON WHY FOR ME, THIS EVENT IS 
SOMETHING SPECIAL ... BECAUSE WE ALL MAKE 
IT SPECIAL. - WE ARE A BIG ROTAX FAMILY.“

To guarantee a smooth execution of 
the Rotax Grand Finals on the tyre 
side means much more than just 
shipping 5600 MOJO slicks and rain 
tyres, divided in 5 different models 
on 44 palettes in a 40ft container. 
As the 380 drivers only bring their 
racing overalls, boots, gloves and 
helmets to the event, BRP-Rotax and 
its partners have to take care of all 
other equipment from time keeping 
to tool boxes. Imagine the amount 
of compressed air needed when 72 
mechanics mount tyres within 30 
minutes!  All tyres are scanned, num-

bered and stored on poles in the servicing 
park. During the event, 2 technicians from 
the manufacturer Heidenau are there to 
help and advice. At the end of the RMCGF 
all tyres are returned to the servicing Parc 
and disposed of properly.

The following equipment to manage the 
tyres is shipped to the Grand Finals: 
• 380 tyre poles to store and handle tyres
• 80 bead breakers to dismount tyres
• 2 compressors 
•  100 m compressed air hose
• 12 tyre pressure gauges 
• 25 carpets for tyre mounting

As a long term partner of BRP-Rotax 
we have been asked to offer a live TV 
Production for the RMC Grand Finals 
which offers a good quality. Traditional 
TV productions like F1, MotoGP or DTM 
demand very high manpower for a race 
weekend with more than 100 people 
required for the production of the 
coloured pictures. 

We have developed a completely new 
solution which allows us to work just 
with a team of six well-trained, qualified 
and highly efficient specialists for a high 
quality production. For the production 
of the RMCGF it is necessary to deliver 
more than race coverage/reporting. 
It is more important to impress the 
spectators in front of the TV or PC at 
home and to be able to communicate 
the atmosphere, the emotions, the thrill, 
and feed them background information 
about the race. 

The preparation for the event is very 
important to be able to implement all 
these requirements with such a small 
team. In the pre-phase of the event we 
already fix the positions of the cameras, 

work out the connection plans and cable 
allocations up to the preparation of the 
broadcast plan. Therefore, it is neces-
sary to have good cooperation with the 
organizer and we also need technical 
coordination with the time keeping and 
the race control/race director. 

The live graphics are an essential part of 
the broadcast - there we are also imple-
menting the data of the timekeeping and 

the race control. When there are events 
where we can‘t be on site with our out-
side broadcast van, it poses the challen-
ge of having to pack and send about 4 
tons of equipment to the location. 

We have 8 track cameras, 4 on-board 
cameras, 2 remote cameras, 1 camera 
for the moderator, 3 cameras in the stu-
dio with slow-motion, graphic, speaker’s 
corner and all of this in HD-quality. 

ANDREAS HOLZLEITNER
Kart Data Timing Service

“A RMCGF MEANS 6 DAYS OF VERY DEMANDING 
WORK FOR OUR TEAM ON SITE, BUT IT ALSO MAKES 
A LOT OF FUN TO BE PART OF THIS SPECIAL EVENT. 
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK BRP-ROTAX FOR THE 
TRUST IN US AND THE GOOD PARTNERSHIP.“

HELMUT VOGLSAM
Sales Rotax Karting

TANIA SAMMER
Race Office

MANFRED WEISSGÄRBER
Consultant MOJO Tyres

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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As an official chassis partner, it is our 
mission to produce the material by the 
exact date; this includes the chassis’, 
spare parts, sticker kits, spare parts 
for our service truck during the event, 
technical brochure,

The kart assembly takes 2 months and 
for the logistics of spare parts, material 
preparation for the service truck takes 
2 weeks. Our pre-race preparation team 
is 4 people for karts assembly, 2 for the 
packaging, 2 for the quality control, 2 for 

the event and 1 person in the office for a 
total of 10 people minimum! 

The organization is done internally 
at BirelART, and for presenting two 
categories we have 12 people on track. 
Our team must be at the disposal of the 
competitors for any technical infor-
mation, plus make sure that nothing 
is modified and check the karts after 
any incidents. BirelART has a well-trai-
ned and experienced team on site that 
understands about the competition. 
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CHASSIS PARTNERS
We start to prepare our material 2-3 
months before the container shipment. 
Having been a Rotax partner for several 
years, we know what to prepare and 
when, therefore the main task is to plan 
our production in order to have all ma-
terial ready for the shipment. Within our 
company all employees contribute to 

the RMCGF event, some more than ot-
hers, but everyone is somehow involved. 

Our goal is to give the best possible 
support to the drivers during the event 
so we brought 15 people to the last 
Grand Finals. 

We start to prepare for the event in 
January. This preparation includes: 
Internal meetings - Design, Production, 

Logistics and Event Departments - The 
aim is to involve all Sodikart teams.

Production Department: schedules the 
production the karts among the orders 
for the customers from all over the 
world.  Purchase Department: plans the 
supply of all the parts for the karts. 
Logistics Department: is in charge of 
the storage. Merchandising, Communi-
cation and Event Department: creates 
all technical documents to explain the 
set-up of the kart and what is techni-
cally possible to do. The team prepares 
‘goodies’ so each driver using a Sodi kart 
at the RMCGF has a souvenir from the 

BEHIND THE SCENES
ORGANISATION OF A RMC GRAND FINALS
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latest edition. In total, it’s over 3 tons of 
metal (steel technology), 500m of tube 
and 250m of welding. About 10 people 
work for the production, but all together 
it’s more than 30 employees who are 
involved. The RMCGF support team is 
made up of about 10 people. Our factory 
drivers are also present during the 
event. The priority of our team is to sup-
ply the best service and the best advice 
to the drivers. 

Our factory drivers are also present 
during the event. The priority of our 
team is to supply the best service and 
the best advice to the drivers. 

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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Karting for me, as well as, probably, for 
the majority - love, passion and work. On 
working days, you are in the office and 
on weekends you are at the kart circuit. 
The RMCGF is a huge event. This is a 
big celebration where we look forward 
to meeting our friends from all over the 
world. It‘s like a big family waiting for 
their close relatives to come together, 

share their joys, achievements and 
experiences! We love the Grand Finals 
because all drivers in all classes have 
the opportunity to compete in a fair fight 
for victory. And this is the highest award 
for everyone – the driver and his team, 
the distributor, the ASN (RAF) and of 
course the main organizer his big team - 
BRP-Rotax. But to get the desired ticket, 
everyone needs to work hard at home. 
Our preparation as RMC organizer is of 
great importance to the quality of the 
competition. 

Today, we have a lot of female drivers 
which we’re very happy about! The 
rules are the same for everyone, but 
their participation radically changes the 
spirit of the competition. It‘s amazing 
also how an 8-year-old boy or girl in the 
course of one season quickly changes to 
a determined, self-confident fighter. 

Karting is a living organism that is cons-
tantly changing and the distributor must 
always keep his finger on the pulse! 
Everyone knows that the BRP-Rotax 
distributor is the main organizer of the 
national RMC, but it is far from alone. In 
order to successfully prepare and con-
duct such a competition, the coordina-
ted work of all the links is necessary. 

Here it is difficult to determine what is 
more important and what is not. A clear 
and very responsible work of your team, 
the selection and placement of the offi-
cials, the preparation of the track and of 
course, constant contact with represen-
tatives of the national federation and 
much, much more are very important 
for success. 
And most importantly, this work does 
not stop either before the competition or 
after. The event is continuing… 
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ROTAX
DISTRIBUTORS

BEHIND THE SCENES
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WE LOVE THE GRAND FINALS BECAUSE 
ALL DRIVERS IN ALL CLASSES HAVE THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO COMPETE IN A FAIR 
FIGHT FOR VICTORY.

JEFFREY V/D BIGGELAAR
Kombikart (Netherlands)

The RMCGF has proven itself over the 
years to be one of the most legendary 
karting events of all. It plays an im-
portant role in promoting the sport, 
where competing is a dream of so many 
karters and taking part already means 
achieving a big goal: to be among the 
best drivers in the world and feel part 
of the Rotax family. Grand Finals victory 
tastes even sweeter and has been the 
first major triumph for many talented 
drivers. Among Estonian formula pilots, 
Kevin Korjus and Jüri Vips are two of the 
talents that were catapulted to the top 
levels of motorsport after winning the 
RMCGF title. 

The tickets also mean a lot of hard 
work and effort for the distributors and 
dealers, responsible for the quality and 
high standard of the national Rotax se-
ries, ensuring the events adhere to the 
rules and regulations, and that the level 
of competition stays high throughout 
the season. The distributor registers 
the ticket-winners, taking care of their 
documents, travel, team uniforms, 
etc. while media coverage is also a big 

factor, offering an excellent opportunity 
to promote our talented drivers and the 
exciting sport of karting. As the time 
between the last race of the season and 
the Grand Finals is short, the work is 
intense. However, when the event finally 
begins we are rewarded with positive 
emotions. 

Much pressure is on the drivers racing 
for a ticket, as many dream of making it 
there. It can be a positive driving force 
behind fighting for their dreams and 
goals, to practice even harder. 

It is of utmost importance for the dis-
tributors to make sure that the Grand 
Finals will be remembered by each 
driver as an amazing experience to be 
looked back on and cherished even after 
many years. Positive attitudes, strong 
friendships, the feeling of being appre-

ciated, and also the ability to be glad 
over the success of others and to see 
each loss as an opportunity to grow and 
develop - if that is what we can offer to 
our RMC competitors, then BRP-Rotax 
and we as the distributors can both feel 
we have succeeded.

THE GRAND FINALS PROVIDE THE FEELING 
OF BEING A PART OF THE BIG ROTAX FAMILY, 
WHERE FRIENDSHIP, HONESTY AND RESPECT 
PLAY A HUGE ROLE AND WHERE EVERY 
MEMBER FEELS WELCOME.

The RMCGF for us at Kombikart, as one 
of the first to be part of the RMC, has 
been a valuable event for many years, a 
great event – one of a kind! We believe 
it is important for our market and many 
drivers who have already competed tell 
the stories about it being a great race 
and they’re very proud to represent their 
country. Other competitors hear this 
and want to participate as well them-
selves.

Our main responsibility is to support our 
drivers during the event and see that 
they can perform as well on the track as 

off the track. After the end of the sea-
son in September/October, one month 
before the event, we start to prepare 
everything, including entries, licences 
and team clothing. We have a long time 
relationship with Chrono Karting, the 
organiser of our MAX Challenge, so to-
gether with organise a team meeting to 
inform all drivers about the event, and 
make sure we stand together as Team 
Netherlands. 

The main priority, of course, is the per-
formance of the Dutch drivers; we want 
as many podiums as possible and our 

priority is to promote Team Netherlands 
in the correct way. 

Supporting such a huge event and 
helping to make it as uncomplicated and 
smooth for the participants and visitors 
is the best satisfaction my team and 
myself can have. Working with such a 
great international team, that brings all 
the commitment and passion to organi-
ze and run this event, is something I look 
forward every year. 

BEHIND THE SCENES
ORGANISATION OF A RMC GRAND FINALS

VLADIMIR ANDRIYCGUK
Aviagamma (Russia)

KAIRI-RAGNE ALLMERE
Krone Trading (Baltic region) 

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home


49www.rotax-kart.com

The RMCGF is a lot of work behind the 
scene, but at the same time, exciting as 
we get to travel to a new place, a new 
track, meet new people, catch up with 
the Rotax family, and after all, bring our 
best drivers to compete with the best in 
the World.

The event represents a year of hard 
work, marketing, etc. It also represents 
the Holy Grail of racing to the driver and 
a real racing career achievement. For us, 
once our Rotax Grand Festival event is 
over, we get to work on the RMCGF the 
following day. 

Our responsibilities include a few 
aspects: The logistics part is a difficult 

one to organize… the drivers in 
different classes have varying 
schedules (school & work) and 
we need to help them plan the 
best route from Japan to the 
location, including hotels, car 
rental and if they need to have 
travel visas. 

We have to make sure that it’s 
safe for our drivers. We must 
check licences and documents are com-
pliant with the regulations, so we deliver 
all documents to the qualified drivers 
immediately following the podium at  
the Festival to apply for their ASN per-
mits and medical checks. 

We also get the drivers’ measurements 
at the same time to arrange the team 
Japan clothing and personalised racesu-

its to be made, sending the details to 
the manufacturer that evening, being 
well aware that many people want 
special orders prepared for the RMCGF 
from RMCs around the world. 

Our priority is to make sure all the com-
petitors also understand the rules of the 
event, as 9 out of 10 Japanese do not 
speak English. 
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THE GRAND FINALS REPRESENTS 
THE HOLY GRAIL OF RACING TO THE 
DRIVER AND A REAL RACING 
CAREER ACHIEVEMENT

The RMCGF is a very important marke-
ting tool, which significantly differentia-
tes us from our competition. The drivers, 
teams and families that choose Rotax, 
do so with the aim of fulfilling the dream 
of participating at the Grand Finals. New 
Age Karting is proud to give competitors 
the opportunity to represent their coun-
try in what is seen as being the annual 
RMC Grand Finals.

In Argentina, we organise the races in a 
similar way, bridging the differences. We 
are very strict with Parc fermé, the tyre 
system and fuel. We adhere accurately 
to the schedule and have developed a 
magnetic card system to enter each 

area, which gives all our participants the 
same as they would find at the RMCGF.
Even if it is a big responsibility it is also 
very satisfying for us to prepare everyt-
hing for our team. 

From the moment, the drivers are clas-
sified, also in Uruguay and Paraguay, 
we take care of all the administrational 
duties as well are organizing their travel 
schedules, so that the drivers can enjoy 
the event and focus on their racing. 

During the RMCGF event, we are there 
for 10 days to support our team at all 
briefings, assisting them to help make 
everything perfect. 

The RMCGF is one of the pinnacles that 
our competitors aim to reach one day.  
For us as the distributor, it is an event 
that allows us to promote the global 
concept and ‘oneness’ that exists within 

our sport and the Rotax brand. 
The areas that we work in primarily are 
localized and regional racing, however, to 
succeed we must have the full journey 
mapped out for each competitor and the 
Grand Finals provides the highest point of 
this. We have to create the series/events 
and develop all the aligned structures to 
ensure they are run in accordance with 
the international regulations. Once we 
have crowned the champions, the work 
of managing the team prior to departure 
is extremely time-intensive. 

The logistics, licensing, expectations and 
overall management of materials for the 
team is something we take very seriously 
to ensure we are representing the United 
States at the highest level, as well as 

ensuring each member is prepared on 
and off track to represent Team USA at 
the top. 

From the moment the final team is 
announced, the 15-20 hours is dedicated 
per week to ensure all competitors are 
prepared along with the marketing and 
logistic activities that are included as 
well. It is our priority number one to re-
present the United States in the highest 
regard. Additionally, on the same level 
is the understanding of all the regula-
tions, schedule, track activities and not 
be forgotten is the respect and cultural 
awareness of the hosting country. As 
Americans, we always need to have the 
highest regards for the Grand Finals 
hosting country. 

MANY OF OUR COMPETITORS ARE DRIVING 
ROTAX FOR THE SPEED, FUN, EXHILARATION 
AND BEING THE MOST COST-EFFECTIVE 
KARTING PLATFORM AVAILABLE. 

EISEI MATSUDO
EIKO (Japan)

RODRIGO ALENAZ
New Age Karting (Argentina)

JUSTIN STEFANI
J3 competition (USA) 

The RMCGF is a real opportunity to 
promote RMC France and Rotax engines 
in our country. This kind of event is so 
beneficial for the brand and we are 
proud to be part of it. 

The RMCGF is one of the most import-
ant karting events in the world so of 
course, it’s very important for our local 
market. This is also a great motivation 
for teams and drivers to win their tickets 
for this kind of “dream” event. It’s the 
best way to end the season! 

Our role is to organise RMC France 
with the best level as possible in order 
to qualify our best drivers for RMCGF. 

Preparation starts a few months before 
the event to be sure that everything will 
be okay on the day: drivers’ registrati-
ons, information to drivers and family, 
training, etc. 

We cooperate with the French Team 
in order to ensure the best support 
and before and during the event. We 
are competitive so we want to see our 
drivers leading the races and make their 
best results on the track. By the way, 
the most important aspect for us is 
that drivers, families and teams have a 
good time and leave the event with lots 
of great memories. It has to be a real 
friendly event. 

BERTRAND PIGNOLET
Sodikart (France) 

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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Racing packages are available for the entire Rotax MAX engine family.  Valid from January 01, 2022 to June 30, 2022. Limited quantity available only. 
Offer is limited to all Rotax kart distributors/service centers who are participating in this program. © 2022 BRP-Rotax GmbH & Co KG. All rights reserved. 
® and TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. or its affiliates. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

WWW.ROTAX-KART.COM
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR FOR MORE INFORMATION

BUY ONE 125 MAX WITH POWERPACK
      + ONE 125 MAX BARE ENGINE
YOUR RACE PACKAGE 2022 - LIMITED OFFER!

SAVE 
500 EURO
NOW

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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REVIEW
RMCGF 2019
CELEBRATION OF THE  20TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE RMC GRAND FINALS IN SARNO, ITALY

THE ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE 
GRAND FINALS HAS CROWNED
ITS CHAMPIONS AND CELEBRATED 
ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY AT THE
CIRCUITO INTERNAZIONALE DI NAPOLI.

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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22 years ago, at the debut of the RMC 
Grand Finals, 60 drivers from 19 
nations joined us in Puerto Rico. The 
20th edition welcomed 360 drivers 
from nearly 60 nations, competing to 
become the number 1 in the world.

At its beginning, the event was dismis-
sed as a “playground“ for ambitious 
leisure kart drivers. But until now, the 
Rotax MAX Challenge Grand Finals has 
become one of the most prestigious 
race series in the world of professional 
karting.  

It is owned and organized by BRP-Rotax 
and its Rotax kart engine distributors. 
With the speciality of a “one-make-en-
gine“ formula: where only Rotax kart 
engines that are checked and sealed (for 
equal performance) are allowed so that 
the success of the competition is based 
primarily on the skills of the driver.

2019 was the second time the event 
had taken place at the internationally 
acclaimed track in Sarno. The drivers 

loved the fast and challenging track, 
enjoyed the atmosphere and the perfect, 
warm weather in the south of Italy. The 
youngest of them was eight and the 
oldest 64 years old. 

These ambitious racers are considered 
as the best of the best in their count-
ries and demonstrated their high-class 
skills, as well as their talent, and sho-
wed a vast number of really fascinating 
battles through the whole week of the 
event. 

The circuit in Sarno has seen many 
famous internationally acclaimed racers 
such as Michael Schumacher, Lewis 
Hamilton, Nico Rosberg and many more. 
And who knows, maybe one of these 
week’s Rotax drivers will be one of the 
next Formula One heroes as well.

After a week of thrilling and exciting ac-
tion on the track, the finals determined 
the new champions in each of the Rotax 
classes which were awarded afterwards 
at the prizegiving ceremony on the huge 

podium in the middle of the paddock. 
During this ceremony, also the Nations 
Cup was awarded, which went to Team 
France. Later on, at the Drivers Party, 
Rotax celebrated the winners as well 
as the 20th anniversary of the RMCGF 
with an amazing fireworks display, and 
awarded the winner of the team contest, 
Australia. The final of the MOJO tyre 
changing contest was won by Japan‘s 
Goki Hashimoto with an unbelieveable 
34,65 seconds. 

“We are proud to be able to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary of the Rotax MAX 
Challenge Grand Finals this year in Sar-
no. The first race in Puerto Rico in 2000 
was the start of an unmatched yearly 
karting event, which is organized at the 
highest standards by our team and part-
ners. I am truly excited to host this 20th 
edition of the RMC Grand Finals that 
raised to this extraordinary event over 
the years”, said Peter Ölsinger, General 
Manager BRP-Rotax / Member of the 
Management Board, VP Sales, Marke-
ting RPS Business & Communications.

REVIEW RMCGF 2019
20 YEARS OF ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS

“THIS IMPRESSIVE EVENT IS MORE 
THAN RACING. AS SOON AS YOU ENTER 
THE PADDOCK, YOU CAN FEEL THE 
EXCITEMENT, ANTICIPATION AND TEAM 
SPIRIT AS WELL AS THE PASSION. THE 
REAL PASSION FOR THIS SPORT.„

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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125 MICRO MAX
1. Jay Urwin
2. Macauley Bishop
3.  Salvador Trinidade

125 MINI MAX
1. Jolan Raccamier
2. Andy Ratel
3.  Costa Toparis

125 JUNIOR MAX
1. Clay Osborne
2.  Sacha Maguet
3.  Jason Leung

125 SENIOR MAX
1. Axel Saarniala
2.  Guy Cunnington
3.  Elia Galvanin 

125 MAX DD2 MASTERS
1. Roberto Pesevski
2.  Rudy Champion
3.  Matias Rodriguez

125 MAX DD2
1. Petr Bezel
2.  Nicolas Picot
3. Xen De Ruwe

NATIONS CUP
1. France
2.  Finland
3.  Australia 

DEKM (GUEST RACE)
1. Jasin Ferati
2.  Luka Wlömer
3. Bradley Barrett 

THE RESULTS
THE TOP 3 ROTAX DRIVERS OF 2019

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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13 Drivers formed the Australian 
Team for 2019 in Sarno, Italy at the 
Rotax MAX Challenge Grand Finals. 
The team departed Australia with two 
goals and arrived back with those 
goals ticked, to win the Team Contest 
and to get a podium in Nations Cup. 

The team also celebrated a third place 
in Mini MAX with Costa Toparis proving 
the best of the Australian Team at the 
event. With 360 drivers from 60 nations 
all vying for the same end goal of 
winning, the team knew it wasn’t going 
to be easy. The Teams Contest is based 
around the atmosphere and presence of 
the team. 

Australia’s pit area could be seen from 
all around the tent, boxing Kangaroos, 

Australian flags, wombats, crocodiles 
and signs pointing towards the Harbour 
Bridge, Opera House and the Gold Coast 
was just one way we showed we wanted 
to be seen. 

Our supporters stood out and were 
heard over the livestream from the 
grandstand while proudly wearing the 
green and gold Australian Colours and 
our comradery second to none.  Drivers 
faced the chequered flag to the sounds 
of ‘Aussie Aussie Aussie, Oi Oi Oi’ as they 
showed that Australia’s competition is 
at a level high enough to be competitive 
on the world stage. 

To be part of Team Australia you must 
earn your ticket through the Rotax 
Pro Tour. Our 2022 Season begins in 

March where our drivers will start their 
campaign to take on the World’s best at 
the Rotax MAX Challenge Grand Finals 
in hopes of becoming the winner of this 
prestigious race event.

THE HISTORY
ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 2020

TEAM AUSTRALIA
WINNER OF THE TEAM CONTEST 2019

Written by Maddie Black 
International Karting Distributors 

FANSHOP.ROTAX.COM 

BRING  
YOUR  
LOVE.
WE’VE GOT  
THE GOODS.

NEW  
COLLECTION

ONLINE

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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PLATZHALTERTEXT
ROTAX MAX CHALLENGE GRAND FINALS 2021

The Rotax Global App offers many useful features for your race day or 
weekend. Having the necessary information in one place gives you easy 
access to what you need and since 2021, the Rotax Global App also provides 
you	with	official	documents	and	briefings	for	your	races.

THE DIGITAL
EXPERIENCE
ALWAYS UP-TO-DATE WITH 
THE ROTAX GLOBAL APP

ROTAX GLOBAL APP
ALL DETAILS FOR YOU RACE ON ONE PLACE

Launched in 2017 for the RMC Grand 
Finals in Portimao to keep the drivers 
as well as spectators and race fans up-
to-date, the Rotax Global App became 
an essential tool for the Rotax MAX 
Challenges throughout the past years. 
Last year, we introduced another great 
feature to our App with the ‘Virtual  
Notice Board’ and ‘Virtual Briefings’  
for competitors. 

The Rotax Global App is available 
for Android and iOS in the App / Play 
Stores. It includes all the links to time 
schedules, live timing, live streaming, 
entry lists and results, as well as 
regulations and background information 
about the track, weather conditions  
and more. 

For you as a RMC driver, the App pro-
vides an essential tool for your Rotax 
MAX Challenge events and for the RMC 
Grand Finals, the Rotax Global App is 
the main communication tool and man-
datory for all drivers. 

After registering for a race, competitors 
receive a code with which you can log 
in via the App. This way you will receive 
any important notifications from the 
RMC organizer and officials during the 
event. 

More recently, the App comes 
with two additional features:
►  VIRTUAL BRIEFINGS 
 replaces the usual briefing on site and 
 you are tracked to ensure that you 
 have viewed the briefing 
► VIRTUAL NOTICE BOARD 
 official documents of the race 
 (results, notices, bulletins, steward 
 decisions and penalties) are published.

As a competitor of the RMC, the driver 
and entrant can easily read, confirm and 
even sign documents directly via the 
App that need to be sent back to the 
organizer. This saves a lot of time and 
ensures a far more effective process 
of communication for everyone at the 
actual race events.

Available once you install the App:

► LIVE TIMING: follow all the timed 
 track sessions online
► LIVE STREAMING: watch the races 
 live on your mobile device or tablet
►  RESULTS: check the results in real 
 time from all the events
► TIME SCHEDULE: 
 have the latest version at your 
 fingertips without having to print it out
►  REGULATIONS: read the technical 
 and sporting regulations for the 
 specified events
►  ENTRY LIST: all provisional entries 
 are listed in classes with country flags
►  WEATHER INFORMATION: current 
 weather conditions and forecast at 
 the event circuit
►  TRACK INFORMATION: details about 
 the track, location and contact info
►  VIRTUAL NOTICE BOARD: all the 
 latest announcements and decisions 
 from the organizer and race officials, 
 including results, start grids, bulletins, 
 updates, etc. 
►  VIRTUAL BRIEFING: the race 
 organizer uploads the virtual briefings 
 for each registered RMC competitor 
 to watch and confirm the attendance

Only for registered drivers/entrants:

►  ENTRY FORM: once drivers/entrants 
 log in via the App with their personal 
 EDIT code they receive at registration, 
 they can easily update or change their 
 entry details, sign essential docu-
 ments or upload files for the 
 race organization
►  UPDATES: all updates related to the 
 specific event for all competitors can 
 be found here. A notification appears 
 and there is also a sound alert to 
 signal any new updates in the App
►  NOTIFICATIONS: personalized 
 notifications for individual drivers are 
 immediately retrievable via the App.
 A notice and sound alerts them of 
 any new notifications received 
 from race officials
► VIRTUAL BRIEFINGS: once a 
 registered competitor has opened 
 the virtual briefing and watched 
 it, they confirm their attendance and 
 that they have clearly understood the 
 briefing details

The Rotax Global App is connected 
directly to the EVA-EMS System; 
therefore the content of all the App 
features is dependent on the data made 
available from the respective RMC 
event organizer. 

The main screen has two pages which 
can be selected by simply swiping to the 
right and left. So you can either check 
the details for the current race and by 
swiping the screen, useful information 
of the whole championship.

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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abu dhabi sports council

abu dhabi sports council

challenge trophy

challenge trophy

savesave  
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AL AIN RACEWAY AL AIN RACEWAY

admin@alainraceway.com +971 54 403 0017 

Virtual Notice Board:
Since the release of the new FIA Inter-
national Sporting Code, including the 
possibility to publish all official docu-
ments via a digital notice board, it is 
now easy to communicate with all the 
drivers and officials. So with the current 
health regulations, group gatherings 
at the official printed boards can 
be avoided. 

The virtual notice board is a digital infor-
mation desk which replaces the official 
notice board usually located nearby or 
at the race office. 

With this virtual tool the event partici-
pants can recall the data either online 
via the EVA-EMS System or directly via 
the App on their mobile device or tablet 
– and it is a more sustainable option. If 
the virtual notice board is enabled, the 
competitor can now easily open, read 
and download all official documents 
such as results, start grids, bulletins, 
steward decisions, penalties, etc.

ROTAX GLOBAL APP
ALL DETAILS FOR YOUR RACE IN ONE PLACE

LET‘S HAVE A 
LOOK AT THE 
NOTICE BOARD 
AND THE 
VIRTUAL BRIEFING

Virtual BRIEFINGS:
The virtual briefing replaces the usual 
meeting held by the race director at 
events with all necessary information 
for every class and is mandatory for 
each registered driver. 

By using this function, the user recei-
ves a list of sessions (documents and 
videos) which must be read or watched 
before racing. 

The virtual briefings can be viewed by 
anyone using the App, but there’s a spe-
cial feature for registered drivers (who 
have logged in with their personal EDIT 
Code) so the organizer can confirm they 
have attended the briefing. 

As a driver, it is necessary to watch all 
sessions in the given sequence. The sys-
tem will record all views and convey the 
results directly to the stewards’ board.

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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PLATZHALTERTEXT
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As a mark of excellence, BRP-Rotax recognizes exceptional performance and outstanding customer service with the 
Distributor of the Year Award. With this award, BRP-Rotax is honoring the efforts of its worldwide karting distributors 
in sales achievements, marketing efforts and customer support in the respective areas. Especially in the current times, 
where the Covid-19 pandemic has affected a large part of the sales strategies and planning, it is even more essential to 
recognize the outstanding work of our partners.

www.kartbrakepads.com w w w . s p o r t s t i l . s iwww.sportstilcup.com

22 years of experience

6 COUNTRIES

7 CATEGORIES

6 TICKETS

Best kart
Brake Pads 

EXCEPTIONAL 
PERFORMANCE
ROTAX DISTRIBUTOR OF THE YEAR 2020

DISTRIBUTOR OF THE YEAR 2020
AWARDS FOR THE BEST IN THE NETWORK

BEST IN SALES: 
JAG Engineering / UK

This category measures the sales 
volume of Rotax engines and spare 
parts within the year or most signifi-
cant sales increase compared to the 
previous year. For the year 2020 it is 
awarded to JAG Engineering/UK for 
best overall sales for 3 years in a row.

BEST IN CUSTOMER SUPPORT: 
Sportstil / Slovenia

For this award BRP-Rotax takes into 
consideration not only the technical 
support at RMC events, training for the 
network, temporary loan of an engine 
for the customers in case of technical 
issues during a race event, but also the 
timely clarification of warranty or good 
will claims and significant improve-
ments of the customer support com-
pared to the previous year. For the year 
2020 this award goes to Sportstil/Slove-
nia for completing the RCP program and 
providing exceptional technical support 
at their national RMC events. 

The team of JAG Engineering with the
’Best in Sales‘ award - Tina Alsat, John Gravett,
Jean Sheail, Gary Sheail

BEST IN MARKETING: 
Sodikart / France

In this category, BRP-Rotax analyses the 
compliance of marketing initiatives with 
the CI, the success of sales campaigns, 
and the promotion of RMC events and 
series‘ as well as significant improve-
ments of marketing activities compared 
to the previous year. For the year 2020 
this award is given to Sodikart/France 
for the organization of the RMC Interna-
tional Trophy in 2020 despite the highly-
demanding Covid-19 measurements.

Sodikart was awarded for ’Outstanding 
Marketing‘ - Johannes Schönberg/BRP-Rotax, 
Stefan Gruber, Manager Karting/BRP-Rotax, 
Benoît Perret/Sodikart, Mickael Brégé/Sodikart, 
Bertrand Pignolet, Chairman/Sodikart

The family driven company Sportstil from Slovenia 
with the award for ’Best in customer support‘. From 
left to right: Nejc, Renata and Roman Jernejc

https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home
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WIN A 
TICKET FOR 
THE RMCGF 

2022

rotax-kart.com

BOOST YOUR  
PERSPECTIVE.
CHANGE THE GAME.  
ROTAX E-KARTING.

The Rotax Project E20 will be on tour again in 2022 including the possibility to win tickets 

for the RMCGF 2022! Don‘t forget to register for our newsletter to get the latest information 

about the E-Karting race calendar! Stay tuned on our website and social media channels. 

Be in the first row for news around the
Rotax E-Karting and subscribe to our Newsletter.

SCAN OR CLICK ME!

https://www.rotax-kart.com/de/Community/Newsletter
https://www.rotax-kart.com/en/Home

